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for whom he built the huge palace, an imitation Versailles, of
Ludwigsburg. Carl Eugen (1737-93) was even worse. " The
ruler of a poor and tiny duchy lived like an Oriental potentate,
adding palace to palace, and passing his time at Ludwigsburg
in balls and operas, hunting and gambling." * Notwithstand-
ing inaccuracies of fact, Feuchtwanger's novel Jew Suss repre-
sents truly enough the moral state of this minor eighteenth-
century principality. Judged as a whole, however, it may be
said that European monarchs had never been so respectable,
hard-working, and public-spirited as they were in the half-
century before the Revolution.
Public office as a public trust and the union of executive
power with reason—these were the contributions of the en-
lightened monarchs to the theory and practice of Government.
They might be compared to the Greek tyrants who, in the
ancient Mediterranean world, displaced the aristocracies, and
prepared the way for the advent of democracy in the city-
states.
Frederick II of Prussia was regarded as the beau ideal of
eighteenth-century monarchs. Frederick was a bad man,
absolutely without moral scruple. He would just as soon wage
a war and kill people as not, if it suited his policy. When the
Emperor Charles VI died Frederick wrote to Voltaire (October
26, 1740): " The Emperor is dead; his death deranges all my
pacific plans." And when his bewildered Minister of State
Podewils discreetly suggested that the King's cause for making
war upon Maria Theresa of Austria was doubtful, he answered
decisively, " When one has the advantage, should one make
use of it or not?*1 2
Frederick was a bad man, yet, as his tastes were simple
and he had no passion, he stands forth as the Spartan of the
age. His Testament poKtique is the handbook of enlightened
monarchy. It was composed in the interval between the
Austrian Succession War and the Seven Years War, forty-four
1 G. P. Gooch, Germany and the French Revolution (1920), p. n.
* Quoted by N. Ausiibel, Superman: the Life of Frederick the Great
(trans. E, and C, Paul, 1932), pp. 442-443.

